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"The Third Teacher: 79 Ways You Can Use Design to 

Transform Teaching & Learning" by OWP/P Cannon Design, VS 

Furniture, and Bruce Mau Design is a collaborative exploration 

of how the physical environment can profoundly impact 

education. The book argues that beyond teachers and students 

themselves, the design of the learning space plays a crucial role 

in shaping the educational experience. 

 

Key points and takeaways from "The Third Teacher" 

include: 

 

Design as Educator: The book introduces the concept of the 

"third teacher," emphasizing that the physical environment is just 

as influential in education as the teacher and the student 

themselves. Design elements such as lighting, color, layout, and 

furnishings can all affect learning outcomes and student 

engagement. 

Inspiring Spaces: "The Third Teacher" showcases a variety of 

innovative learning environments from around the world, including 

schools, libraries, and community centers. These spaces are 

designed to be flexible, adaptable, and inspiring, encouraging 

collaboration, creativity, and exploration. 
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Sustainable Design: The book advocates for sustainable 

design principles in educational spaces, highlighting the importance 

of environmentally-friendly materials, energy efficiency, and 

connections to nature. Sustainable design not only reduces the 

environmental footprint of schools but also teaches students about 

environmental stewardship and responsibility. 

Community Engagement: "The Third Teacher" emphasizes the 

role of the learning environment in fostering connections within the 

community. Schools are encouraged to design spaces that welcome 

parents, community members, and local organizations, transforming 

the school into a hub of learning and activity. 

Student-Centered Design: The book promotes student-

centered design principles, where learning spaces are designed with 

the needs and preferences of students in mind. Flexible furniture, 

breakout areas, and technology integration support personalized 

learning experiences and student autonomy. 

Overall, "The Third Teacher" presents a compelling 

argument for the transformative power of design in education. 

By creating thoughtfully designed learning environments, schools 

can enhance teaching and learning experiences, foster creativity 

and collaboration, and ultimately, inspire a love of learning in 

students. 

 

 


